
Zeitschrift für Hochschulentwicklung                    ZFHE  Jg.1 / Nr.4  (Dez. 2006) 

 

www.zfhe.at 31 

Erna NAIRZ-WIRTH1  &  Daniel ECKERT  (Wien) 

Classification of European Education Systems 

Using OECD Education Indicators 

Abstract 

The aim of the present study is to classify national education systems using explo-

ratory profiling of OECD education indicators (OECD 2005). In addition to the EU-

15, the following other countries for which the actual education indicators selected 

were available in full were also included in the analysis: Norway, Poland, Switzer-

land, Republic of Slovakia, Czech Republic and Hungary. By means of a factor 

analytical process, the fourteen selected OECD education indicators were reduced 

to three dimensions ("Social Significance", "Investment in Education per Student" 

and "General Level of Education") and the positions of their national education 

systems calculated and compared graphically with regard to each of these three 

factors. A cluster analysis was carried out to classify the countries, which was then 

used to group the national education systems into seven country clusters.    
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